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William Oscar Brice

December 10,1898 - January 30,1972

William 0. Brice

Place of birth
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United States of

America

United States Marine
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1921-1956 (USMC)

Ceneral
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Assistant Commandant
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of the Marine Corps
Assistant Chief of Naval

Operations
Fleet Marine Force

Pacific

World War I (US Army)
Battles/wars World War II

Korean War

Distinguished Service

Medal

. . Legion of Merit
Awards r-^ — , ,

Bronze Star Medal

Order of the British

Empire

General William Oscar Brice, USMC (10 December 1898 - 30 January 1972), a
veteran of the Korean conflict, the World War II fight for the Solomon Islands and
pre-war expeditionary duty in Haiti and China. He last served at Pearl Harbor as
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, after more than three years at
Marine Corps Headquarters, Washington, D.C., as Director of Marine Aviation,
Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps for Air and Assistant Chief of Naval
Operations for Marine Aviation.

The general served in Korea as Assistant Commander of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing

from April to October 1951. In World War II, when the Marines were fighting at
Guadalcanal in America's first offensive against Japan, he commanded all U.S. Army,
Navy, Marine and Royal New Zealand Air Force search, bombing and torpedo planes
based on that island. He also headed Marine Aircraft Group 14 during its support of
the New Georgia and Bougainville invasions and directed all Solomons-based Army,
Navy, Marine and New Zealand fighter operations against Rabaul, Japan's biggest
base in the Southwest Pacific.

Brice was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal for actions at Guadalcanal, the

Legion of Merit with Combat "V" as head of the Fighter Command, the Air Medal for
combat flights in the Solomons between December 1942, and February 1944, and the
Order of the British Empire (with rank of Honorary Commander, Military Division) for
his service with the New Zealand Air Force. In addition, he earned the Bronze Star
Medal with Combat "V" in the final months of the war as Chief of Staff, Air, Fleet

Marine Force, Pacific.
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[edit] Biography

William Brice was born on 10 December 1898, in Columbia, South Carolina. He

attended Mt. Zion Institute at Winnsboro, South Carolina from 1913 to 1917. He

then served in the U.S. Army in the latter part of World War I. After the war, he
resumed his education, graduating from The Citadel at Charleston, South Carolina in

1921.lU On September 25th of that year, he reported for active duty as a U.S.
Marine second lieutenant and was assigned to the Company Officers School at
Quantico, Virginia. Graduating from the school in July 1922, he was stationed at the
Marine Barracks, Parris Island, South Carolina until May 1923, when he Joined the
1st Marine Brigade in Haiti. He returned from that country in February 1924, to
enter flight training at Pensacola, Florida, where he was designated an aviator that
August.

In June 1925, after further instruction at Pensacola and service with Observation
Squadron 3 at Quantico, the Brice began another overseas tour of duty, this time
with Scouting Squadron 1 on Guam. From Guam he was ordered to China in April
1927, when most of the squadron was sent there to help protect Americans and other
foreigners during the Chinese Civil War. The squadron was withdrawn to the
Philippines in May while arrangements for a flying field were made with the Chinese
government, and the next month it returned to China to begin operating from Hsin Ho
in support of the 3rd Marine Brigade.

Returning to the United States in December 1927, Brice was assigned the following
month to Fighter Squadron 9-M at Quantico where he remained until October 1931.
On November 2nd of that year, he reported aboard the aircraft carrier Lexington in
command of Scouting Squadron 15-M, which thus began its service as one of the first
two Marine squadrons to be based on Navy carriers. (The other unit. Scouting
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Squadron 14-M, boarded the "Saratoga" the same day.)

Brice remained on the Lexington until January 1933. In June 1933, after six month
at San Diego, he returned to Quantico. There, during the next three years, he
served on aviation duty, completed the Junior Course and was a member of the War
Plans Section. He entered the Army Air Corps Tactical School at Maxwell Field,

Montgomery, Alabama in August 1936, and upon graduation in June of the following
year, returned to Quantico to serve as Executive Officer and later. Commander, of
Scouting Squadron 1. After that he was an instructor at Pensacola from June 1939 to
August 1941, when he returned to Quantico, this time as Operations Officer of
Marine Aircraft Sroup 11 (MAS-11).

Brice moved with MAS-11 to San Diego in December 1941, and there, in March
1942, he assumed command of Marine Aircraft Sroup 12. He headed that unit until

September 1942, when he rejoined Marine Aircraft Sroup 11 as its commander, and
the following month he sailed with it (via New Caledonia) for the New Hebrides
Islands, where the group began feeding planes and pilots into Suadalcanal. In
December 1942, he moved to Suadalcanal to take command of Marine Aircraft Sroup
14 and all the search, bombing and torpedo planes based there, remaining until April
1943, when he departed for New Zealand with the group.

Brice returned to the Solomons with MAS-14 in August 1943, to support the New
Seorgia and Bougainville operations. The group became the nucleus of the Solomons
Fighter Command, and that October Brice was assigned additional duties as head of
that organization. He relinquished his command of the group in January 1944, but
continued to head the Fighter Command until he returned to the United States in
March 1944.

In September 1944, after service in various capacities at the Marine Corps Air
Station, Cherry Point, North Carolina, General Brice reported to Marine Corps
Headquarters, where he served as Executive Officer of the Division of Plans and
Policies until June 1945. The same year he was promoted to brigadier general at the
age of 46, which made him the youngest general officer then in the Marine Corps,
and that July he arrived in Hawaii to take over as Chief of Staff, Air, Fleet Marine
Force, Pacific. He held that post until May 1947, and the following month, returned
to Marine Corps Headquarters as Assistant Director of Marine Aviation.

Leaving Headquarters in May 1949, the general's next tour of duty was at Glenview,
Illinois, as a Commander of Marine Air Reserve Training from that July until April
1951, when he left for Korea to become Assistant Commander of the 1st Marine
Aircraft Wing. Promoted to major general that August, he returned to Hawaii in
October as Deputy Commander, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, serving in that capacity
until March 1952, when he returned to the United States. He became Director of
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Aviation the following month, and in August 1953, when that post was elevated to a
lieutenant general's billet, he was promoted to that rank. He left Washington, D.C.
in July 1955, and assumed his final command on September 9th of that year. He

retired in 1956 and was advanced to the rank of General.

General Brice died on 30 January 1972 at the U.S. Army Hospital, Ft. Jackson,
South Carolina.

[edit] Awards

In addition to the Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal,
Air Medal and Order of the British Empire, General Brice holds the Marine Corps

Expeditionary Medal with one bronze star; the World War I Victory Medal; the

Yangtze Service Medal; the American Defense Service Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific

Area Campaign Medal with three bronze stars; the American Area Campaign Medal;
the World War II Medal; the National Defense Service Medal; the Korean Service

Medal with two bronze stars; the United Nations Service Medal and the Korean

Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon.

[edit] See also

United States Marine Corps Portal

• List of Korean War veterans who are recipients of the Bronze Star

[edit] Notes

1. 2 Distinguished Citadel Alumni. The Citidel Alumni Association. Retrieved on ZQ07
February 12.

2. 2 USMC 4 Star Generals. The War Fighters Encyclopedia. U.S. Navy. Retrieved
on 2007 February 12.

[edit] References

This article incorporates text in the public domain from the United States
Marine Corps.

• Ger\era\ William O. Brice, USMC. Who*s Who in Marine Corps History. History
Division, United States Marine Corps. Retrieved on 2006 October 6.
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[edit] Further reading

• Elizabeth L. Tierney (1962). A Brief History of Marine Corps Aviation. Historical
Branch, United States Marine Corps.

[edit] External links

• History of Marine Corps Aviation. AcePilots.com. Retrieved on 2006 October 6.
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"Some people live an entire lifetime and wonder if they have made a difference in the
world. Marines don't have that problem."
President Ronald Reagan, 1985

"There are only two kinds of people that understand Marines: Marines and the enemy.
Everyone else has a second-hand opinion."
- Gen. William Thomson, U.S. Army
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Information found on General William Oscar Brice:

GeneralWilliam Oscar Brice ofthe United StatesMarine Corps, Retired, was bom in
Columbia, South Carolina, December 10, 1898. He is the son ofthe late Doctor William
Oscar Brice and Rachel Buchanan Thompson Brice, natives ofWinnsboro, South
Carolina. He is married to the former Rebecca Jennings and they have one child,
Margaret (Mrs. Christopher Devan), and five grandchildren.

General Brice grew up in Winnsboro where he finished school at historic Mt. Zion
Institute in 1917. He then matriculated at the Citadel in Charleston, South Carolina,
receiving a degree in engineering fi-om there in 1921.

An early honor given General Brice was the Order ofthe British Empire, signed by the
Queen Mother (Mary) which gave him the rank ofHonorary Conunander Military
Division.

He served in Haiti, Guam, the Philippines and China. In 1945 he became Brigadier
General. He later served in the Korean conflict and was in Honolulu the last years ofhis
active service.

Thirty-fourof his 36 years ofservice were spent in the MarineCorps as an aviator. It
was said authoritatively he knew more than any other man the use ofair force in land
battle. General Brice had 72,000 men in his last command, his title being "Commanding
General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific."

In 1945 amongthe decorations awardedhim were: NumbersofDistinguishedService
Medalsfor dutyofgreat responsibility as Commanding Officerofall search, bombing,
and torpedo aircraft: ofthe United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and the Royal New
Zealand Air Force operating in Guadacanal, SolomonIslands;Legion ofMerit for
exceptionally meritorious conduct in performance ofoutstanding service as Fighter
Commanderofall Army,Navy, Marine and New Zealand fighter aircraft; the Air Medal
for combat flights in the SolomonIslands; Bronze Star for meritorious Service as Chief
ofStaff, Aircraft, Fleet Marine.

His Alma Mater has shown him notable honors. He has been awarded the Honorary
Degree ofDoctor ofMilitary Science. He has been speaker at the Citadel
Commencement with a 17-gun salute. His oil portrait hangs in the Citadel Gallery of
Distinguished Graduates.

On his return to Wiimsboro, Mt. Zion Institute welcomed him with the celebration ofa
"William Oscar Brice Day." The city Chamber ofCommerce toasted his career with a
banquet. He has held prominent civic positions, serving the in capacity ofPresident of
the Fairfield County Chamber ofCommerce, head ofthe United Fund Drive, member of
the Fairfield Library Board and Chairman ofthe Board ofDirectors ofthe Fairfield
Memorial Hospital.



General and Mrs. Brice are members ofSion Presbyterian Church. They are active in the
social, cultural and religious life ofthe community.



GENERAL WILLIAM OSCAR BRICE

General William Oscar Brice, USMC, was born December 10, 1898,
in Coliimbia, S.C. General Brice attended Mt. Zion Institute in
Winnsboro from 1913 to 1917, when he entered the U.S. Army during
World War I. After the war he resumed his education, graduating
from the Citadel in Charleston in 1921.

General Brice served on expeditionary duty in Haiti with the
First Marine Brigade in 1923. In 1924, he became one of the
country's first Marine aviators following flight training at
Pensacola, Florida. In 1927, Brice served with Scouting Squadron 1
in China. General Brice was with one of the first two Marine
squadrons to be based on an aircraft carrier while commanding
Scouting Squadron 15-M on the USS Lexington.

During World War II, General Brice commanded Marine Aircraft
Group 14 during the Guadalcanal, New Georgia and Bougainville
campaigns. Brice became Brigadier General at the age of 46 in 1945,
making him the youngest General in the Marine Corps. During the
Korean War, General Brice served as Assistant Commander of the 1st
Marine Aircraft Wing from April to October 1951.

General Brice retired in 1959, recieving his fourth star after
serving as Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific;
Director of Marine Aviation; Assistant Commandant of the Marine
Corps for Air; and Assistant Chief of Naval Operations. He won
the Distinguished Service Medal at Guadalcanal, the Legion of Merit
with Combat "V" as head of fighter command, the Air Medal for
combat flights in the Solomans, The Order of the British Empire
for his service with the New Zealand Air Force and the Bronze Star
with Combat "V" in the final months of World War II as Chief of
Staff, Air, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific.



General William Oscar Brice

(Information compiled for exhibit in Military Room when located on third floor)

General William Oscar Brice, USMC, was bom December 10, 1898, in Columbia, SC.
General Brice attended Mt. Zion Institute in Winnsboro from 1913 to 1917, when he
entered the US Army during World War I. After the war he resumed his education,
graduating from the Citadel in Charleston in 1921.

General Brice served on expeditionary duty in Haiti with the First Marine Brigade in
1923. In 1924, he became one ofthe country's first Marine aviators following flight
training at Pensacola, Florida. In 1927, Brice served with Scouting Squadron 1 in China.
General Brice was with one ofthe first two Marine squadrons to be based on an aircraft
carrier while commanding Scouting Squadron 15-M on the USS Lexington.

During World War n. General Brice commanded Marine Aircraft Group 14 duringthe
Guadalcanal, New Georgia and Bougainvillecampaigns. Brice becameBrigadier
General at the age of46 in 1945, makinghim the youngest General in the Marine Corps.
During the Korean War, General Brice served as Assistant Commander ofthe 1®^ Marine
Aircraft Wing from April to October 1951.

General Brice retired in 1959, receivinghis fourth star after servingas Commanding
General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific; Director ofMarine Aviation; Assistant
Commandant ofthe Marine Corps for Air; and Assistant Chief ofNaval Operations. He
won the Distinguished Service Medal at Guadalcanal, the Legionof Merit with Combat
"V" as head offighter command, the AirMedal for combat flights in the Solomans, the
Order of the BritishEmpire for his service in the New Zealand Air Force and the Bronze
Star with Combat "V" in the final months ofWorld War 11 as chief of Staff, Air, Fleet
Marine Force, Pacific.
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Information found on General William Oscar Brice:

General William Oscar Brice ofthe United States Marine Corps, Retired, was bom in
Columbia, SouthCarolina, December 10,1898. He is the son of the lateDoctorWilliam
OscarBrice and RachelBuchananThompson Brice, natives ofWinnsboro, South
Carolina. He is marriedto the former RebeccaJenningsand they have one child,
Margaret (Mrs. ChristopherDevan), and five grandchildren.

General Brice grew up in Winnsboro where he finished school at historic Mt. Zion
Institute in 1917. He then matriculated at the Citadel in Charleston, South Carolina,
receivinga degree in engineeringfrom there in 1921.

An early honor given General Brice was theOrder oftheBritish Empire, signed bythe
Queen Mother (Mary) which gave him the rank ofHonorary Commander Military
Division.

He served inHaiti, Guam, thePhilippines andChina. In 1945 hebecame Brigadier
General. He later served in the Korean conflict and was in Honolulu the last years ofhis
active service.

Thirty-four of his 36years ofservice were spent intheMarine Corps asanaviator. It
was said authoritatively heknew more than any other man theuseof air force in land
battle. General Bricehad 72,000 menin his last command, his title being"Commanding
General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific."

In 1945 among the decorations awarded him were: Numbers ofDistinguished Service
Medals for duty ofgreat responsibility as Commanding Officer ofall search, bombing,
and torpedo aircraft oftheUnited States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and theRoyal New
Zealand Air Force operating inGuadacanal, Solomon Islands; Legion ofMerit for
exceptionally meritorious conduct inperformance ofoutstanding service asFighter
Commander ofall Army, Navy, Marine and New Zealand fighter mrcraft; theAir Medal
for combat flights inthe Solomon Islands; Bronze Star for meritorious Service asChief
of Staff, Aircraft, Fleet Marine.

His Alma Mater has shown him notable honors. He has been awarded the Honorary
Degree of Doctor of Military Science. He hasbeenspeaker at the Citadel
Commencement with a 17-gun salute. Hisoil portrait hangs in theCitadel Gallery of
Distinguished Graduates.

On his returnto Wirmsboro, Mt. ZionInstitute welcomed himwiththe celebration ofa
"William Oscar Brice Day." ThecityChamber of Commerce toasted his career with a
banquet. Hehas held prominent civic positions, serving theincapacity ofPresident of
theFairfield County Chamber of Commerce, head of theUnited Fund Drive, member of
theFairfield Library Board and Chairman oftheBoard ofDirectors of the Fairfield
Memorial Hospital.



General and Mrs. Brice are members ofSionPresbyterian Church. Theyare active in the
social, cultural and religious life ofthe community.
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GENERAL

WILLIAM O. BRICE, USMC
(DECEASED)

>• CLICK HERE OR THUMBNAIL FOR LARGER IMA(

General William Oscar Brice, a veteran of the Korean conflict, the Worl
fight for the Solomon Islands and pre-war expeditionary duty In Haiti ar
China, died 30 January 1972 at the U.S. Army Hospital, Ft. Jackson, S
Carolina. He last served at Peaii HartxirasConvnanding General, Flei
Marine Force, Pacific, after more than three years at Marine Corps
Headquarters, Washington, D.C., as Director of Marine Aviation, Assist
Commandant of the Marine Corps for Air and Assistant Chief of Naval
Operations for Marine Aviation.

The general served in Korea as Assistant Commander of the 1st Marin
Airoaft Wing from April to October 1951. In Wtorld War II,when the Ma
were fighting at Guadalcanal In America's first offensive against Japan,
commanded all U.S. Army, Navy, Marine and Royal New Zealand Air F
search, bombing and torpedo planes based on that island. He also hes
Marine Aircraft Group 14 during its support of the New Georgia and
Bougainville invasions and directed ail Solomons-based Army, Navy, K
and New Zealand fighter operations against Rabaul, Japan's biggest b
the Southwest Pacific.

He won the Distinguished Service Medal at Guadalcanal, the Legion o1
with Combat V as head of the Fighter Command, the Air Medal for cc
flights In the Solomons between Decemt)er 1942, and February 1944, ^
Order of the British Empire (with rank of Honorary Commander, Militan
Division) for his service with the New Zeaiand Air Force. In addition, he
frie Bronze Star Medal with Combat 'V in the final months of frie war a
of Staff, Air, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific.

Bom 10 December 1898, in Columbia, South Carolina, General Brice £
Mt. ZIon Institute at WInnsboro, South Carolina, from 1913 to 1917, the
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served in the Army in the tatter part of World War I. After the war, he re
his education, graduating from The Citadel at Charleston, South Carol!
1921. On September 25th of that year, he reported for active duty as a
second lieutenant and was assigned to the Conpany Officers School a
Quantico, Virginia. Graduating from the schooi in July 1922, he was st£
at the Marine Barracks. Parris island. South Carolina, until May 1923, \
joined the 1st Marine &igade in Haiti. He rebimed from that country in
February 1924, to enter flight training at Pensacota, Florida, where he«
designated an aviator that August.

In June 1925, after further insfrucfion at Pensacola and sen/Ice with
Observation Squadron 3 at Quantico, the general began another tour c
overseas duty, this time with Scouting Squadron 1 on Guam. From Gui
was ordered to China in April 1927, when most of the squadron was ss
there to help protect Americans and other foreigners during the Chines
war. The squadron was wifridrawn to the Philippines in May while
arrangements for a flying field were made with the Chinese governmer
the next month it returned to China to begin operating from Hsin Ho in
of the 3rd Marine Brigade.

Returning to the United States in Decentoer 1927, General Brice was
assigned the following month to Fighter Squadron 9-M at Quantico whi
remained until October 1931. Then, on November 2nd of that year he r
aboard the aircraft carrier Lexington in command of Scouting Squadror
which thus began its service as one of the first two Marine squadrons t
based on Navy carriers. (The other unit. Scouting Squadron 14-M, boa
the 'Saratoga' the same day.)

The general remained on the Lexington until January 1933, and that Ji
after six month at San Diego, he returned to Quantico. There, during to
three years, he served on aviation duty, completed the Junior Course s
a menPer of the War Plans Section. He entered the Army Air Corps Tt
School at Maxwell Field. Montgomery, Alabama, in August 1936, and i
graduation in June of toe following year, returned to Quantico to serve
Executive Officer and later, Cormiander, of Scouting Squadron 1. Afte
he was an instructor at Pensacola from June 1939, until August 1941,'
he went back to Quantico once more, this time as Operations Officer o'
Aircraft Group 11.

With that group General Brice moved to San Diego in DecenPer 1941,
toere, in March 1942, he assumed command of Marine Aircraft Group
headed that unit until September 1942, when he rejoined Marine A'rcrs
Group 11 as its commander, and the following month he sailed with it (
Caledonia) for the New Hebrides Islands, where the group began feedi
planes and pilots into Guadedcanal. in December 1942, he moved up tc
Guadalcanal to take command of Marine Aircraft Group 14 and all the i
bombing and torpedo planes based there, remaining until April 1943, w
departed for New Zealand with the group.
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The general returned to the Solomons with that unit in August 1943, to
^e New Georgia and Bougainville operations. The group t>ecame the i
of the Solomons Rghter Command, and that October General Brice Wi
assigned additional duties as head of that organization. He relinquishe'
command of the group in January 1944, but continued to head the Figi
Command until he retumed to the United States that March.

In September 1944, after service in various capacities at the Marine Cc
Station, Cherry Point, North Carolina, General Brice reported to Marine
Headquarters, where he served as Executive Officer of the Division of
and Policies until June 1945. The same year he was promoted to briga
general at the age of 46, which made him the youngest general officer
the Marine Corps, and that July he arrived in Hawaii to take over as Ct
Staff, Air, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific. He held that post until May 1947
the following month, returned to Marine Corps Headquarters as Asslstr
Director of Marine Aviation.

Leaving Headquarters in May 1949, the general's next tour of duty vras
Glenview, Illinois, as a Commander of Marine Air Reserve Training froi
July until April 1951, when he left for Korea to become Assistant Comn
of^e 1stMarine Aircraft Wing. Promoted to major generalthat August
retumed to Hawaii in October as Deputy Commander, Fleet Marine Fo
Pacific, serving in that capacity until March 1952, when he retumed to'
United States. He became Director of Aviation the following month, am
August 1953, when that postvras elevated to a lieutenant generafs bill
was promoted to his present rank. He left Washington in July 1955, am
assunned his final convnand on September 9th of that year. He retired
and was advanced to the rank of general.

In addition to the Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Bronze
Medal. Air Medal and Order of the British Empire, General Brice holds
Marine Corps Expeditbnary Medal with one tironze star; theWbrld Wa
Victory Medal; the Yangtze Service Medal; ^e American Defense Sei\
Medal; the Asiatic-Padfic Area Camp>aign Medal with three bronze star
American Area Campaign Medal; the World V\^r II Medal; the National
Defense Service Medal; the Korean Service Medal with two bronze sta
United Nations Service Medal and the Korean Presidential Un'rt Citatioi

Ribbon.
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GENERAL

WILLIAM O. BRICE, USMC
(DECEASED)

> CLICK HERE OR THUMBNAIL FOR LARGER IMAGE

General William Oscar Brice, a veteran of the Korean conflict, the World War II fight f
Solomon Islands and pre-war expeditionary duty in Haiti and China, died 30 January
the U.S. Army Hospital, Ft. Jackson, South Carolina. He last served at Pearl Harbor <
Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, after more than three years at Ms
Corps Headquarters, Washington, D.C., as Director of Marine Aviation, Assistant
Commandant of the Marine Corps for Air and Assistant Chief of Naval Operations for
Aviation.

The general served in Korea as Assistant Commander of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wini
April to October 1951. In World War II, when the Marines were fighting at Guadalcan:
America's first offensive against Japan, he commanded all U.S. Army, Navy, Marine ;
Royal New Zealand Air Force search, bombing and torpedo planes based on that ists
also headed Marine Aircraft Group 14 during Its support of the New Georgia and Bou
invasions and directed all Solomons-based Army, Navy, Marine and New Zealand fig
operations against Rabaul, Japan's biggest base in the Southwest Pacific.

He won the Distinguished Service Medal at Guadalcanal, the Legion of Meritwith Co
as head of the Fighter Command, the Air Medal for combat flights in the Solomons bi
December 1942, and February 1944, and the Order of the British Empire (with rank c
Honorary Commander' Military Division) for his service with the NewZealand Air For
addition, he earned the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V" in the final months of the
Chief of Staff, Air, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific.

Born 10 December 1898, in Columbia, South Carolina, General Brice attended ML Zi
Institute at Winnsboro, South Carolina, from 1913 to 1917, then served in the Army ir
latter part of World War I. After the war, he resumed his education, graduating from T
Citadel.at Charleston, South Carolina, in 1921. On September 25th of that year, he r<
for active duty as a Marine second lieutenant and was assigned to the Company Offii
School at Quantico, Virginia. Graduating from the school in July 1922, he was station
Marine Barracks, Parris Island, South Carolina, until May 1923, when he joined the 1
Brigade in Haiti. He returned from that country in February 1924, to enter flight trainin
Pensacola, Florida, where he was designated an aviator that August.

In June 1925, after further instruction at Pensacola and service with Observation Squ
at Quantico, the general began another tour of overseas duty, this time with Scouting

http://hqinetOOi.hqmc.usmc.mil/HD/HistoricalAVhos_Who/Brice_WO.htm 8/19/2005
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Squadron 1 on Guam. From Guam he was ordered to China in April 1927, when mos
squadron was sent there to help protect Americans and other foreigners during the C
civilwar. The squadron was withdrawn to the Philippines in May while arrangements
flying field were made with the Chinese govemment, and the next month it returned t
to begin operating from Hsin Ho in support of the 3rd Marine Brigade.

Retuming to the United States in December 1927, General Brice was assigned the fc
month to Fighter Squadron 9-M at Quantico where he remained until October 1931.1
November 2nd of that year he reported aboard the aircraft carrier Lexington in comm
Scouting Squadron 15-M, which thus began its service as one of the first two Marine
squadrons to be based on Navy carriers. (The other unit. Scouting Squadron 14-M, b
the "Saratoga" the same day.)

The general remained on the Lexington until January 1933, and that June, after six rr
San Diego, he retumed to Quantico. There, during the next three years, he served or
duty, completed the Junior Course and was a member of the War Plans Section. He
the ArmyAirCorps Tactical School at Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Alabama, in Augu
and upon graduation in June of the following year, retumed to Quantico to serve as E
Officer and later. Commander, of Scouting Squadron 1. After that he was an instructc
Pensacola from June 1939, until August 1941, when he went back to Quantico once
this time as Operations Officer of Marine Aircraft Group 11.

Withthat group General Brice moved to San Diego in December 1941, and there, in
1942, he assumed command of Marine Aircraft Group 12. He headed that unit until
September 1942, when he rejoined Marine AircraftGroup 11 as its commander, and
following month he sailed with It (via New Caledonia) for the New Hebrides Islands, v
group began feeding planes and pilots into Guadalcanal. In December 1942, he mov'
Guadalcanal to take command of Marine Aircraft Group 14 and all the search, bombi
torpedo planes based there, remaining until April 1943, when he departed for New Zc
with the group.

The general retumed to the Solomons with that unit in August 1943, to support the N'
Georgia and Bougainville operations. The group became the nucleus of the Solomon
Command, and that October General Brice was assigned additional duties as head c
organization. He relinquished his command of the group in January 1944, but contini
head the Fighter Command until he retumed to the United States ^at March.

In September 1944, after service in various capacities at the Marine Corps AirStatior
Point North Carolina, General Brice reported to Marine Corps Headquarters, where I
as Executive Officer of the Division of Plans and Policies until June 1945. The same;
was promoted to brigadier general at the age of 46, which made him the youngest gs
officer then in the Marine Corps, and that July he arrived in Hawaii to take over as Cf
Staff, Air, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific. He held that post until May 1947, and the follox
month, retumed to Marine Corps Headquarters as Assistant Director of Marine Aviati

Leaving Headquarters in May 1949, the general's next tour of duty was at Glenview,
as a Commander ofMarine ^r Reserve Training from that July until April 1951, wher
for Korea to become Assistant Commander of the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing. Promote<
general that August, he retumed to Hawaii in October as Deputy Commander, Fleet I
Force, Pacific, serving in that capacity until March 1952, when he retumed to the Uni
States. He became Director of Aviation the following month, and In August 1953, whe
post was elevated to a lieutenant general's billet, he was promoted to his present ran
Washington in July 1955, and assumed his finalcommand on September 9th of that;
retired in 1956 and was advanced to the rank of general.

In addition to the Distinguished Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal, A

http://hqinetOO1.hqmc.usmc.mil/HD/Historical/Whos_Who/Brice_WO.htm 8/19/2005
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and Order of the British Empire, General Brice holds the Marine Corps Expeditionary
with one bronze star; the World War I Victory Medal; the Yangtze Service Medal; the
American Defense Service Medal; the Asiatic-Pacific Area Campaign Medal with thre
stars; the American Area Campaign Medal; the World War II Medal; the National Def
Service Medal; the Korean Service Medal with two bronze stars; the United Nations J
Medal and the Korean Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon.

Who's Who in Marine Corps History Prev

Back to Top
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General William Oscar Brice.

U*® life sounds like a history ofJU the Marine Corps. . .He did as
much to relate the airplane to

land battle as any man alive,"
syndicated columnist Bob Consi-
dine wrote. His mild, genial manner
belies the fact that for 36 years he
was a tough marine.

This is Winnsboro's General
William Oscar Brice, United States
Marine Corps, Retired. His uniform
displays four stars.

This is the genera! who received
the Order of the British Empire
(with rank of Honorary Command
er, Military Division) for his service
with the New Zealand Air Force.

The document of the Order of
the British Empire is written in
Elizabethan English. It grants Gen
eral Brice the "Dignity of an Hon
orary Commander. . .together with
all and singular the privileges there
unto belonging or appertaining."

Dated August 19, 1948, it is sign
ed by the late Queen Mother:

jt^ '̂;r^^?^•3

1

Winnsboro's

Illustrious

General

Brice

By NANCY C. WYLIE

Mary R
By the Sovereign's Command

Grand Master

Historic old Winnsboro lures

home her sons, to spend their mel
lowing years at the scene of their
boyhood. Of those who have re
tired here, no one has had more
action-packed years than General
Brice—most of them in far-distant

countries.

The General's roots are embed
ded in Fairfield County. His parents
were the late Dr. W. Oscar Brice

and Rachel Buchanan Thompson
Brice, natives of Winnsboro. He was
born in Columbia, but spent most
of his boyhood in Winnsboro. He
says, "I came back here because of
the people who are my neighbors. I
wanted to spend these years with
them."

Oscar Brice attended Mount Zion

Institute, a school noted for its high
academic standards and its long his
tory. The school was founded in

1777; on its campus General Corn-
wallis once camped.

Football was the only sport the
school offered, so that was Oscar's
extra-curricula activity. When the
M.Z.I, squad ran onto the gridiron,
they were an impressive sight. They
had bought what passed for uni
forms, for which the General re
calls, "We made shoulder pads, el
bow pads, hip pads out of old horse
collars and blankets. We bought
tennis shoes and put cleats on
them. We didn't have any helmets."

Oscar was graduated from Mount
Zion in 1917, and entered The Cita
del in September. On completion of
his freshman year, he was commis
sioned a 2nd lieutenant and sent as
an instructor for servicemen sta
tioned at Army Barracks in Plats-
burg, New York. He returned to
The Citadel in the late fall of his

sophomore year, and graduated

Afiss iVylie is from WUmsboro.

Sandlapper



Japs second. W.O. Brice, Col., CSA
In 1945, Colonel Brice became a

brigadier general. At that time, he
was the youngest man in the Marine
Corps to hold that rank.

During the Korean Conflict, Gen
eral Brice's headquarters were first
Korea and later Honolula.

Thirty-four of his 36 years of ser
vice were spent in Marine Corps
aviation. General Brice had 72,000
men in his last command. His title

was "Commanding General, Fleet
Marine Force, Pacific."

Among the medals General Brice
won are: the distinguished Service
Medal at Guadalcanal, the Legion
of Merit with Combat "V" as head
of the Fighter Command, the Air
Medal for combat flights in the Sol
omons, and the Bronze Star.

The General's study is the most
interesting room in the house. A
caller often finds him there at his

desk, surrounded by mementos of
his marine days.

Asked if he is writing his mem

oirs, he said, "No. There are too
many generals doing that. I don't
want to be included in that group."

The flag in his study is his per
sonal flag, and was presented to
him on retirement. Indicating his
rank and branch of service, it has
four white stars on a red field.

On retirement, General Brice was
also presented a portrait of himself,
a crayon that a marine artist had
been commissioned to do. It hangs
close by the flag.

General Brice retired September
1, 1956, and he and Mrs. Brice
came back to Winnsboro that fall.

For several months, they lived at
Fairfield Inn. This was once the

spacious childhood home of the
late South Carolina artist, Laura
Douglas. It is now the Country
Club, with a golf course the General
enjoys.

Soon after his return, General
Brice was honored with a banquet
given by the Chamber of Com-

0

"Is it true that on that occasion
you kissed all your old high school
classmates?" he was asked.

"Only the females," he replied.
Mount Zion Institute declared

February 1, 1957, Oscar Brice Day,
and held a special assembly honor
ing General Brice.

The Brices are active in the civic,
social and religious life of the com
munity. General Brice has served as
president of the Chamber of Com
merce, as a director of the United
Fund, on the Fairfield County Li
brary Commission and is currently
chairman of the Fairfield Memorial
Hospital Board.

General Brice and his wife live at
400 Congress Street in an attractive
remodeled home, the girlhood
home of Mrs. Brice.

The General's favorite form of
recreation is golf. "How is your golf
game?" he was asked.

"Not good," he said, "but I
don't expect improvement—I just
hope for no regression."



with his class in 1921. Two mem
bers of that class have become
four-star marine generals: General
Brice and General Edwin A.
Pollock.

His alma mater has paid signal
honor to General Brice. On March
16, 1957, he was the principal
speaker at Corps Day at The Cita
del. For General Brice there was an
honor guard, a 17-gun salute, and
the Marine Hymn was played as the
Corps of Cadets passed in review.

In 1963 an oil portrait of Gen
eral Brice was unveiled in a cere
mony at The Citadel and later
placed in the military college's Gal
lery of Distinguished Graduates.
(The portrait was painted by
Charleston artist Alicia Rhett.)

On May 28, 1966, at The Cita
del's commencement exercises,
General Brice was one of four
prominent South Carolinians to re
ceive an honorary degree, as
"Americans who have made out
standing contributions in their own
fields." General Brice was awarded
a Doctor of Military Science degree.

Rebekah Jennings and Oscar
Brice were married on June 1,
1925. The General says, "That's
one date I remember. We were mar
ried at 8 o'clock and left at 10 for
Guam."

"We were out of the States for
30 months," Mrs. Brice adds.

His lovely Beck was with him in
Guam, later accompanying him to
the Philippines and China. She says,
"In China, I was mostly without
Oscar."

After their return to the States,
the Brices lived in Quantico, Virgin
ia. Here their daughter, Margaret
Elizabeth, was born. Peggy (Mrs.
Christopher Bertram Devan) has
five children; the family lives in Wil
mington, Delaware.

During World War II, Oscar Brice
was in places too numerous to men
tion; he was "in the Pacific."

"The Sword over the Mantel,"
by J. Bryan, III, has an interesting
commentary on a phase of this war.
During their 1943-44 stay in the
Solomon Islands, servicemen from
the South relieved boredom and

July, 1968

tension by assumed hostilities to
ward their Yankee companions.
Bryan says that his skipper was a
colonel, adding, "The colonel was a
southerner: Colonel William Oscar
Brice, USMC. . .Marine colonels are
whalebone—and whipcord men.
They are spare. Spartan, criso. I'hev
have leathery faces and crooned
gray hair and eves like ramrods.
T^is is the stencil all right, but wiio-
ever cut it forgot to_shiiiSL-it—to
(^onel Brice. Roly-poly, pink and
benigi, h^d have been far better
cast as some child's hivnriin

Yet when Admiral Ilalsev. Com
mander of the Soutli Pa'cific A^a.

General Brice at home in Winnsboro.

P|.j|np ]--nriT he

warentrusting them to a crack pro
fessional officer, a fearless fightinp

flnH a nftuld lO'ipirr
a six shooter tn yinld nnvrn ihntT "

The ''cunnel" had been per
suaded to let the men organize the
"Confederate Forces of the Solo

mons" (conforsols) and agreed to
be their commander. He sent out
his first general order:

Confederate Forces Solomons

Headquarters of the Commander
17 November 1943

Effective at once, the following pri
orities are assigned: Yankees fust,

—Photo by Ernest Ferguson.


